Growth Group Leader Guide

This “growth group leader guide” is meant to be just that, a guide. Please feel free as
the leader of your group to add questions or comments as you feel necessary to fit
your group’s dynamics.

Also, don’t feel pressured to cover every question.

Luke 24:1-9

e What are some fun traditions you and your family have for Easter Sunday?
Read as a group - Luke 24:1-9

e What insight, principle, or observation from this weekend’s message did you
find to be most helpful, eye-opening, or troubling? Explain.

e Why is the resurrection of Christ such a big deal?

e Read and discuss the following quote:

o If Matthew had ended at Ch. 27, Mark at Ch. 15, Luke at Ch. 23, and
John at Ch. 19, this would indeed be the end of the story. Jesus would
have been just another failed messianic pretender who clashed with
the Roman Empire and paid the ultimate price for his folly. However,
Each Gospel adds an additional Ch. (or, in the case of John - two) that
changes everything. The story is not yet over, and the world is about
to be turned upside down. New creation is about to break into the
midst of this old creation, and nothing will ever be the same.

¢ Read the following verses and come up with 10 different achievements
accomplished through the resurrection.

o Leaders Cheat: There are more than 10, the systematic theology book,
“Biblical Doctrine” has a list of 20.

e John 2:22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples
remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the
word that Jesus had spoken.

e Job 19:25-26 For | know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will
stand upon the earth. 26 And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in
my flesh I shall see God,



Romans 4:25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our
justification.

Romans 8:11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in
you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your
mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

1 Peter 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

1 Cor. 15:20-23 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by
a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die,
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ
the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.

Philippians 2:8-11 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 9 Therefore
God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above
every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven
and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Eph. 1:19-22 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward
us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20 that he
worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this
age but also in the one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and
gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills all in all.

o Leaders Cheat: If you really want to explore this passage more keep
reading Eph. 2:1-10 and remember that the original letter didn’t have
chapter breaks.

John 5:26-29 For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son
also to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to execute
judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour
is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice 29 and come out,
those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have
done evil to the resurrection of judgment.



Acts 17:31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given
assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”

Romans 8:31-34 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us,
who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up
for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who
shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is
to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.

o 1]John 2:1 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not
sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—
Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.

Matthew 17:9 And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus
commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of Man is raised from
the dead.”

o Matthew 28:18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

Spend some time in prayer for all those that heard the gospel this
Resurrection Sunday. Pray for both those who came to our church and those
who went to other churches around our community.



